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Abstract

This study examined the impact of drug abuse on peace and security in Kwara State, with a

specific focus on Ilorin Metropolis. Drug abuse has become a growing concern in Nigeria,

contributing to increased crime, youth delinquency, and the erosion of societal values. The

research adopted a qualitative descriptive design and utilized in-depth semi-structured interview

with key stakeholders, such as law enforcement officers, healthcare providers, youth, community

leaders, and representatives of non-governmental organizations. Secondary data from official

reports and publications were also analyzed to contextualize the findings. The study revealed that

socio-economic factors such as unemployment, poverty, and social disintegration significantly

contribute to the prevalence of drug abuse in Ilorin. The misuse of substances like tramadol,

cannabis, and codeine was found to fuel cultism, armed robbery, and domestic violence, thereby

undermining community peace and security. The findings further revealed that although

government and community interventions exist, they are often limited by poor coordination,

inadequate funding, and weak rehabilitation frameworks. The study concluded that drug abuse

poses a serious threat to peace and security in Kwara State and emphasized the need for multi-

sectoral strategies involving government agencies, civil society, and religious institutions to curb

the menace. It recommends the strengthening of rehabilitation programs, community-based

prevention efforts, and youth empowerment initiatives as sustainable solutions to mitigate the

crisis.
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Introduction

Drug abuse has become a significant global issue with far-reaching consequences, particularly in

developing nations. Nigeria, like many countries, faces a growing drug abuse epidemic, which

has a profound impact on societal stability, peace, and security. According to the National Drug

Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), the prevalence of drug abuse in Nigeria is at an alarming

rate, with over 14.4% of the population reported to have engaged in drug use (UNODC, 2018).

In recent years, Kwara State has witnessed an increase in drug-related activities, including abuse,

trafficking, and associated criminal behavior, posing severe threats to its socio-economic,

cultural, and political stability (Adeyemi & Jegede, 2020).

The socio-economic implications of drug abuse are evident in the increasing number of

unemployed youth who resort to substance use as a coping mechanism for poverty and

frustration. Studies show that drug abuse among unemployed youth contributes significantly to

criminal activities such as theft, armed robbery, and cultism, thereby undermining public safety

and security (Okorie, 2019). The cultural values of communities in Kwara State, traditionally

centered on discipline, respect, and communal harmony, are also being eroded by the pervasive

influence of drug abuse, which disrupts family structures and weakens social cohesion (Ojo,

2020).

From a political perspective, the proliferation of drug abuse among the youth poses challenges to

governance and policy implementation. It weakens the ability of the state to maintain law and

order while increasing the burden on public health systems and security agencies (NDLEA,

2021). Furthermore, drug abuse exacerbates existing conflicts and creates new ones, as drug-

related crimes often lead to violent disputes between rival groups or communities (Ibrahim &

sAdediran, 2021).

The nexus between drug abuse and insecurity in Kwara State highlights the urgency of

addressing this issue comprehensively. The state’s strategic location as a transit hub makes it
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particularly vulnerable to drug trafficking networks, further compounding the problem

(Babatunde, 2020). Understanding the drivers of drug abuse, including socio-economic factors

such as unemployment and poverty, as well as the failure of rehabilitation systems, is crucial for

developing effective interventions (Adeoye et al., 2019).

This study seeks to explore the intricate relationship between drug abuse and its impact on peace

and security in Kwara State. It aims to identify the socio-economic and cultural factors

contributing to the problem, assess the roles of government and non-governmental organizations

in mitigating the issue, and propose sustainable strategies to curb drug abuse and its associated

security threats.

Drug abuse has become a pressing social and security challenge in Nigeria, with Kwara State not

being an exemption. The widespread misuse of substances such as cannabis, tramadol, codeine,

and other psychoactive drugs has escalated, particularly among the youth, leading to a range of

social, economic, and security concerns. The National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA)

reports that over 14.4% of Nigerians aged 15-64 have engaged in drug use, with a significant

proportion attributed to young people who are both users and perpetrators of drug-related crimes

(UNODC, 2018).

In Kwara State, the increasing prevalence of drug abuse has exacerbated issues of public safety,

contributing to rising rates of criminal activities such as armed robbery, cultism, and violence.

These activities threaten not only the peace and stability of communities but also the economic

growth and cultural integrity of the state. Furthermore, drug abuse is often linked to

unemployment and poverty, as marginalized youth turn to substance use as an escape from their

socio-economic realities (Okorie, 2019). This creates a vicious cycle of dependency, crime, and

insecurity, further complicating efforts to address the root causes of the problem.
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The cultural values of Kwara State, traditionally rooted in discipline, respect, and community

solidarity, are also being eroded by the pervasive influence of drug abuse. Family structures have

weakened, social cohesion has diminished, and the moral fabric of society is increasingly under

strain. From a security perspective, the state’s strategic location as a transit hub for drug

trafficking networks further compounds the issue, making it susceptible to external influences

that aggravate local drug-related problems (Babatunde, 2020).

Despite the efforts of government agencies and non-governmental organizations to combat drug

abuse, the issue persists due to gaps in policy implementation, inadequate rehabilitation

programs, and limited community engagement. The failure to address these challenges

effectively undermines peace and security in the state, posing significant risks to its socio-

economic and cultural development.

This study is therefore necessary to investigate the impact of drug abuse on peace and security in

Kwara State, with particular reference to Ilorin metropolis.

Research Questions

The study on the impact of drug abuse on peace and security in Kwara State will be guided by

the following research questions:

1. What are the socio-economic factors driving drug abuse in Kwara State?

2. How does drug abuse affect peace and security in Kwara State?

3. How effective are government and community efforts in addressing drug abuse and its

security implications in the state?

4. What sustainable strategies can be implemented to mitigate drug abuse and enhance

peace and security in Kwara State?
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Research Objectives

The general objective of this study is to explore the impact of drug abuse on peace and security

in Kwara State. The specific objectives are to:

1. Examine the socio-economic factors driving drug abuse in Kwara State.

2. Analyze the effects of drug abuse on peace and security in the state.

3. Evaluate the effectiveness of government and community efforts in addressing drug

abuse and its security implications.

4. Propose sustainable strategies for mitigating drug abuse and enhancing peace and

security in Kwara State.

Scope of the Study

This study focuses on the impact of drug abuse on peace and security in Kwara State, with a

specific emphasis on Ilorin Metropolis, the capital city of the state. The research is confined to

Ilorin due to its strategic importance as the political, economic, and cultural hub of Kwara State,

where issues related to drug abuse are most prevalent and have significant implications for both

urban and surrounding rural communities.

The study explores the socio-economic factors contributing to drug abuse within the metropolis.

These factors include unemployment, poverty, and social marginalization. It also examines the

relationship between drug abuse and the rise in criminal activities, such as cultism, theft, and

violent crimes in the city. Furthermore, the study also assesses the effectiveness of government

interventions, including law enforcement and rehabilitation programs, and the roles played by

community organizations and local leaders in addressing the issue. The temporal scope of the

study covers the period from 2015 to 2024, to capture both the trends in drug abuse and the

evolving security dynamics in the metropolis. The research focuses on the most commonly
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abused substances, such as cannabis, tramadol, and codeine, and their specific impact on public

safety and social cohesion in Ilorin.

The research methodology for this study is designed to comprehensively investigate the impact

of drug abuse on peace and security in Ilorin Metropolis. Given the multi-dimensional nature of

the issue, this study adopts a qualitative descriptive research design, which allows for the

collection of rich, detailed information to understand the patterns, perceptions, and lived

experiences of individuals affected by drug abuse. The primary data used in this study were

collected through in-depth interviews while secondary data were sourced from textbooks,

journals and online materials. Interviews were conducted with key informants who possess

specialized knowledge or direct experience with the issue of drug abuse in Ilorin. The

interviewees were government and security officials, healthcare professionals and law

enforcement officers.

The semi-structured format of the interviews allows for flexibility, enabling the researcher to

probe deeper into specific areas based on the responses of the interviewees. These interviews

provides qualitative data regarding the effectiveness of government policies and programmmes

in combating drug abuse, the role of NGOs and community groups, and the broader socio-

political context in which drug abuse occurs. It also helps to identify gaps in existing

interventions and explore potential solutions to reduce drug abuse and its security implications.

Secondary Data Analysis

Secondary data also plays an important role in this study. Relevant reports, publications, and

studies from the National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), Kwara State Government,

and local NGOs were analyzed to provide a historical and policy context for the primary data.

These sources offer insights into the trends of drug abuse in Kwara State, the effectiveness of
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previous interventions, and the broader national and regional challenges related to drug abuse

and security. By analyzing secondary data, the study builds on existing knowledge and identifies

patterns that may not be immediately apparent from the primary data alone. Thematic analysis

was employed to analyze data collected. Thematic analysis provides flexibility while allowing

for detailed interpretation of complex realities, such as the interplay between drug abuse and

rising insecurity in Ilorin metropolis.

The population of this study consists of individuals and groups in Ilorin Metropolis of Kwara

State, who is either directly or indirectly concerned by the issue of drug abuse. The total sampled

population is thirty (30) individuals, government and security officers. The respondents are

randomly selected based on their experience, expertise and professional callings. Ten (10)

individuals resident in different locations in the metropolis were selected. Ten (10) law

enforcement officers, comprising of two (2) National Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC)

officers, three (3) Police Officers, five National Agency for Food Drug Administration and

Control (NAFDAC) officers. Others are five (5) community leaders, three (3) social welfare

officers and two (2) healthcare providers.

Drug abuse refers to the habitual or excessive use of psychoactive substances, including illicit

drugs, over-the-counter medications, and alcohol, in a manner that is harmful to physical or

mental health (World Health Organization, 2017). In the Nigerian context, commonly abused

substances include cannabis, codeine, tramadol, rohypnol, and methamphetamine (NDLEA,
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2021). Drug abuse often leads to addiction, deteriorating health, and reduced productivity, and is

associated with increased crime and social instability.

Peace and Security

Peace is generally understood as the absence of violence, conflict, and fear in society, and the

presence of justice, equality, and human dignity (Galtung, 1969). Security, on the other hand,

encompasses measures taken to ensure the safety of individuals, communities, and the state from

threats such as crime, violence, and social unrest (Akinyele, 2018). Drug abuse directly

undermines both peace and security by fueling crime, weakening institutions, and eroding social

cohesion.Theoretical Framework

At least three theories are considered relevant to this study; namely Social Disorganization theory,

Routine Activity Theory and stained theory. However, the social Disorganization Theory is

considered more and hence it is deployed to this study.

This theory, developed by Shaw and McKay (1942), explains how social and environmental

factors—such as poverty, unemployment, and weak social institutions—contribute to deviant

behavior, including drug abuse. According to this theory, areas with low socio-economic status

tend to have higher rates of crime and drug-related issues due to weakened community bonds

and lack of formal social control. This theory has been criticized severally.

The most often-cited weakness of the social disorganization perspective is the so-called ecological

fallacy. This refers to the fact that the perspective is usually tested at the aggregate level but

researchers still use the data to make assertions about individuals. The theory also does not explain

how certain groups maintained low levels of crime and delinquency even though they lived in

areas that might be categorized as socially disorganized (Bohm 2001; Lanier and Henry 1998).

Moreover, while there are high levels of delinquency in urban areas characterized by social
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disorganization, the theory does not explain why, in general, most juveniles in these areas do not

become delinquent.

Scholars have also noted that the theory “tends to downplay the significance of ethnic and cultural

factors” (Shoemaker 1996, p. 83). A related criticism is that some scholars have taken issue with

the term “disorganization.” Of this concern, Miller et al. (2008) have noted that “to suggest that a

community is disorganization might be inappropriate if poor and lower-class neighborhoods are

simply differently organized. ... Crime then is merely a byproduct of the culture ...” (p. 98).

Finally, the theory does not fully transfer to other international contexts (Ebbe 1989; Ouimet

2000). Despite these past and emerging criticisms, social disorganization theory remains popular

and has continued to be supported by the empirical literature.

Empirical Review

Drug Abuse Trends in Nigeria

Empirical studies show that drug abuse is on the rise in Nigeria, especially among young people.

According to the UNODC (2018), about 14.4% of the Nigerian population aged 15–64 engage in

drug use, which is nearly twice the global average. Tramadol, cannabis, and codeine are the most

commonly abused substances. Regions with high youth unemployment, including North Central

Nigeria, are particularly affected (Yahaya & Mohammed, 2021).

Causes of Drug Abuse

Several studies identify unemployment, peer pressure, family disintegration, and poor education

as key drivers of drug abuse in Nigerian communities (Okafor & Duru, 2019; Adebayo, 2020). In

Ilorin, as in many urban areas, the breakdown of traditional values and increasing exposure to

western world culture has also been identified as influencing factors (Ojo, 2020).
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Drug Abuse and Security

Drug abuse has been directly linked to an increase in crime, violence, and cult-related activities,

especially in urban and semi-urban areas. Akinyele (2018) found a significant correlation

between drug use and armed robbery, kidnapping, and gang violence in South-Western Nigeria.

NDLEA (2021) also reported that over 70% of violent crimes in Nigeria involve individuals

under the influence of drugs.

In Kwara State, Babatunde (2020) notes that drug trafficking networks exploit the state’s

strategic location as a transit hub, leading to increased availability and abuse of narcotic

substances. The result has been a noticeable rise in cult clashes, theft, domestic violence, and

other social vices.

Effects on Peace and Social Stability

Drug abuse disrupts social harmony by eroding moral values, undermining family systems, and

reducing productivity. It has also contributed to the marginalization of certain groups, especially

young men, who become stigmatized and further excluded from economic and social

opportunities (Adeoye et al., 2019). Community leaders in Ilorin have reported a decline in

communal trust and cooperation as drug-related crimes foster fear and suspicion among residents

(Ibrahim & Adediran, 2021).

Government and Community Interventions

Efforts to combat drug abuse in Nigeria include policies by the NDLEA, public sensitization

campaigns, and youth rehabilitation centers. However, many of these efforts have been criticized

for being underfunded, poorly coordinated, or not sufficiently community-driven (Adamu &

Bello, 2020). In Kwara State, local NGOs such as the Kwara Drug Prevention Network have

partnered with religious and community leaders to run outreach programs, although their impact

remains limited due to lack of sustained support.
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While several national-level studies have examined drug abuse and insecurity, there is limited

empirical research specifically focused on Ilorin Metropolis. Few studies explore the cultural and

community-based dimensions of the issue or the perspectives of stakeholders such as law

enforcement officers, healthcare providers, and religious leaders. Furthermore, most existing

studies use quantitative methods, leaving out in-depth qualitative insights into the lived

experiences of those affected. This study fills that gap by adopting a qualitative, case-based

approach that centers on voices from within the community.

This literature review has examined the conceptual, theoretical, and empirical foundations of

drug abuse and its impact on peace and security, particularly in the Nigerian context. It

highlights the complex interplay of socio-economic, cultural, and political factors that sustain the

problem. The review also points to a significant gap in localized, qualitative research in Kwara

State, particularly in Ilorin Metropolis—thus justifying the current study’s relevance and

approach.

Drug abuse in Kwara State, particularly within Ilorin Metropolis, is a growing concern linked to

a range of socio-economic challenges. Based on interviews conducted with key stakeholders —

including law enforcement officers, healthcare providers, community leaders, and affected

youths — the following factors were identified as major contributors to the prevalence of drug

abuse in the city:

1. Unemployment and Underemployment

Unemployment remains one of the most frequently mentioned causes of drug abuse in Ilorin.

Many youths who are jobless or underemployed resort to drug use out of frustration and a sense

of hopelessness. According a Youth Counselor in the Ministry of Youth Development, Ilorin
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“Many of the young people we work with turn to drugs because they feel abandoned by the

system. When you wake up every day with nothing meaningful to do and no money in your

pocket, drugs become an easy escape.” (Researcher interview session, July 3, 2025).

According to him, areas like Okelele, Tanke, and Oja-Oba have high rates of youth idleness,

which correlate with high incidences of drug use.

2. Poverty and Economic Inequality

The disparity between the rich and the poor in Ilorin has also contributed to drug abuse. In low-

income neighborhoods, many young people are raised in conditions that lack basic social support,

increasing vulnerability to drugs. In the opinion of a Community Leader in Pakata Area of Ilorin,

“Poverty is everywhere here. You see these boys—no food, no jobs, no training. They smoke to

forget their problems, even if it’s just for a few hours.” (Researcher interview session, July 3,

2025).

3. Family Instability and Broken Homes

Interviews with social workers and religious leaders revealed that broken family structures and

poor parenting significantly influence drug abuse patterns. Most of our interviewees, including

one Imam in a central mosque in Ilorin posit that “Most of the boys who come to them for

counseling come from homes where the father is absent or there is constant fighting. He says

further that without a strong family, these children get lost to the streets—and to drugs.”

(Researcher interview session, July 3, 2025). This opinion more or less echoes the views of

Okafor & Duru, (2019); Adebayo, (2020) family background is one of the major drivers of drug

abuse in Nigeria.
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4. Peer Pressure and Youth Subculture

Drug use was reported to be common among groups of friends and peers, particularly in schools,

street corners, and social gatherings. Many youths start using drugs due to the desire to fit in or

appear ‘tough’.

An officer of NDLEA in Kwara Command was asked for his opinion on what they observe from

their suspects reason for pervasiveness of drug abuse in Ilorin. His answer is that “The majority

of arrests they make for cannabis and codeine involve students or young adults influenced by

peer groups. He said that Cult groups especially promote drug use as a sign of loyalty.

(Researcher interview session, July 4, 2025).

5. Lack of Recreational and Educational Opportunities

Several interviewees pointed out the lack of youth development infrastructure such as vocational

centers, sports facilities, and career guidance programs as parts of drivers of drug abuse,

especially among youth. For instance a Secondary School Principal in Ilorin South reports that

after school hours, many students loiter around the school premises because they claimed they

don’t have where to go. The streets become their playground, and unfortunately, drugs are easy

to find there on the streets. (Researcher interview session, July 7, 2025). This may have arisen as

a result of poor or bad parenting.

6. Media and Cultural Influence

The glorification of drug use in music and movies was consistently mentioned by respondents as

a growing influence, especially among urban youth. A Youth Advocate asserts that youth watch

artists drinking ‘purple’ [codeine syrup] or smoking ‘loud’ [cannabis] in music videos, and they

want to do the same. They don’t understand the consequences.” (Researcher interview session,

July 7, 2025).
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Other drivers or factor responsible for prevalence of drug abuse in Ilorin metropolis based on

interview conducted include: Urbanization and strategic location of the city and Weak

Institutional control and limited law enforcement capability, (Researcher interview session, July

4, 2025).

The qualitative data gathered through interviews as shown above, confirm that the socio-

economic drivers of drug abuse in Ilorin metropolis are multi-layered and deeply embedded in

systemic issues such as unemployment, poverty, family instability, and institutional failure.

Stakeholders emphasized the need for a collaborative, community-based approach to tackle the

root causes of drug abuse and restore peace and stability in Ilorin Metropolis.

Analysis of the Effects of Drug Abuse on Peace and Security in Ilorin metropolis

Drug abuse has profound and far-reaching effects on peace and security in Kwara State,

especially within Ilorin Metropolis. Findings from interviews conducted with stakeholders—

including law enforcement personnel, healthcare workers, community leaders, youth, and NGO

representatives—revealed a strong connection between the rise in drug abuse and growing

threats to social stability, safety, and public order.

FINDINGS

The analysis below presents key thematic areas where drug abuse has affected peace and security,

supported by direct insights from primary data.

Several respondents noted that drug abuse is a major factor fueling cult-related violence, armed

robbery, street fights, and other violent crimes in Ilorin. An Officer of The Nigeria Police Force

in Ilorin said most of the criminal cases handled in his station, especially armed robbery and cult

clashes; involve suspects under the influence of drugs. He added that when these boys are ‘high’,
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they become fearless and violent.” (Researcher interview session, July 4, 2025). According to

him, neighborhoods like Tanke, Sawmill, and Okelele have witnessed a spike in night crimes and

violent clashes attributed to drug-fueled gang rivalry.

Almost all community leaders interviewed were of the view that drug abuse has eroded trust and

safety within neighborhoods. Residents no longer feel safe, especially in areas where youth

gather to smoke or engage in drug-related activity. One of our interviewees who reside in

Ojagboro said there are many cases where community members are harassed or robbed by these

boys who take drugs. People no longer feel safe walking at night. He said the activities of these

boys have affected the peace they used to enjoy in their area. (Researcher interview session, July

3, 2025).

Drug abuse has also caused disruption within families. Respondents reported cases where drug-

dependent individuals have become aggressive, stolen from family members, or become socially

isolated. A Social Worker in the Ministry of Women Affairs “confirm that several domestic

violence cases handled by the ministry were linked to substance abuse. He added that some boys

beat their mothers or siblings when they need money for drugs. His submission is that drug abuse

is tearing families apart.” (Researcher interview session, July 4, 2025).

Law enforcement officers revealed that a significant percentage of their workload is now related

to drug crimes—both in enforcement and rehabilitation-related referrals. Similarly, healthcare

professionals shared that hospitals and clinics are increasingly attending to patients with drug-

induced psychosis and other mental health challenges. A Nurse at the Psychiatic unit of the
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University of Ilorin Teaching Hospital Oke-ose claims they attend to more young people coming

in with psychosis caused by tramadol or marijuana. Some of them, she said are violent, and some

are just completely disconnected from reality. (Researcher interview session, July 5, 2025).

One dangerous trend reported during interviews is how drug-addicted youth are easily recruited

into criminal gangs or serve as foot soldiers for political thuggery. A resident of Oja Oba,

observes that Politicians use these boys for violence during elections. He claims they are given

drugs and small money. After elections, they are abandoned—jobless and addicted. Then they go

back to crime.” (Researcher interview session, July 4, 2025).

Many respondents lamented the collapse of moral values among the youth. Drug abuse is seen

not only as a personal or medical issue but also as a moral and spiritual crisis affecting the

cultural fabric of Ilorin communities. Across-section of our respondents in several areas of the

metropolis agree that substances are destroying the minds and morals of our youth. One

traditional title-holder at Oko-Erin claims that youth no longer listen to elders or religious

teachings. It’s a war against the soul of our society.” (Researcher interview session, July 4, 2025).

Shop owners and small business operators reported that drug-related violence and theft have

negatively affected night markets and public gatherings. This was the views of some Market

Woman at the Ipata Market: In Unison, they said that previously, they could sell at night,

especially during Ramadan. ‘But now, we are afraid’. Once it gets dark, the drug boys start

fighting. Nobody wants to risk staying outside.” (Researcher interview session, July 5, 2025).
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CONCLUSION

The evidence from the field suggests that drug and substance abuse in Ilorin is a direct threat to

peace and security. It leads to increased violence, weakens family and community structures,

places immense pressure on health and law enforcement systems, and undermines the moral and

social order. The situation calls for a multi-dimensional response—combining community

vigilance, government intervention, youth rehabilitation, and religious guidance—to restore

stability and peace.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the findings of this research and insights obtained through interviews with key

stakeholders in Ilorin Metropolis, it is evident that drug abuse significantly undermines peace,

security, and socio-economic development in Ilorin metropolis. To address this challenge

effectively and sustainably, multi-sectoral and community-driven approaches are essential.

The following strategies are proposed:

There is a critical need to establish more publicly funded rehabilitation centres across Kwara

State, especially in Ilorin. These centers should provide medical treatment, psychological

counseling, and reintegration programs at low or no cost to users. This can be achieved by

collaboration of the state government the Federal government and relevant non-government

organizations, recruitment and training of specialists in addition and recovery therapy and

improved funding of health and medical units
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One of the root causes of drug abuse is unemployment and lack of purpose among youth.

Providing sustainable economic opportunities can drastically reduce drug dependency. To

address this challenge, the following measures are recommended: Establishment of vocational

training centres in each local government area, offering small business grants or micro-loans to

youths who complete training and partnering with local industries and SMEs to absorb trained

youths into internships or apprenticeships.

Community involvement is important to addressing the problem at the grassroots level.

Awareness campaigns that involve families, schools, mosques, churches, and market associations

should be prioritized. In the same vein: Government should establish school-based drug

education programs targeting ages 10–18 years, organize town hall meetings and peer education

groups, and adopt local languages and cultural tools (drama, radio shows, and poems) to spread

anti-drug messages.

Law enforcement agencies, particularly the NDLEA and the Nigeria Police, must be better

equipped to combat drug trafficking and distribution in Ilorin metropolis. To attain this, there

should be increase surveillance in identified hotspots, strengthen NDLEA with additional

logistics, vehicles, and ICT tools and ensure periodic training on community policing and human

rights compliance.
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Religious and traditional leaders wield significant influence over the behavior and values of

people in Ilorin metropolis. Their involvement can help reshape community norms and attitudes

toward drug use. To this end, religious and traditional leaders should be assisted to organize anti-

drug sermons, forums, and outreach events, promote healing and reconciliation programs for

families affected by drug abuse and involve religious bodies in moral education and

rehabilitation efforts.

6. Establishment of Community Policing and Vigilante Support Networks

Local communities should be encouraged to form or strengthen neighborhood watch groups or

vigilante outfits that operate in partnership with the Nigerian police. To achieve this, government

should provide legal backing, training, and stipends for community watch groups, encourage

anonymous reporting systems (e.g., suggestion boxes or hotlines). And involve these groups in

mapping drug hotspots and reporting suspicious activity.

7. School-Based Mental Health and Guidance Services

Schools play a vital role in shaping future behavior. Counseling services within schools can help

detect early signs of drug-related behavior. To this end, government should mandate the presence

of trained guidance counselors in secondary schools, introduce mental health and substance

abuse topics into civic and health education curricula and conduct annual anti-drug campaigns in

schools.

8. Multi-Stakeholder Coordination and Monitoring Framework

There is a need for structured coordination between government agencies, such as the NGOs,

CSOs, health professionals, and community leaders. It is important to establish a State Drug

Control and Rehabilitation Committee organize quarterly stakeholder meetings to review
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progress and challenges, and develop a digital dashboard for tracking drug-related data and

interventions.

9. Economic Inclusion for Recovered Drug Users

To prevent relapse, individuals who have gone through rehabilitation should be re-integrated into

society through employment support or entrepreneurship schemes. To this end, there is the need

to develop a post-rehabilitation empowerment program, facilitate access to vocational grants,

housing, and social welfare, and reduce stigma through public education and inclusion drives.

10. Legislative Reform and Drug Policy Review

Finally, drug control policies in Kwara State and Nigeria as a whole must be reviewed to ensure

they prioritize rehabilitation over punishment, especially for users (not traffickers). Accordingly,

there is the need to review state-level laws to decriminalize drug use and emphasize treatment,

increase budgetary allocation to NDLEA and social development agencies and ncourage

lawmakers to engage in research-based drug policy formulation.

Mitigating drug abuse and enhancing peace and security in Kwara State in general and Ilorin

metropolis in particular requires a holistic and inclusive approach. By investing in rehabilitation,

youth development, grassroots engagement, and inter-agency collaboration, the state can disrupt

the cycle of addiction and insecurity. Sustainable peace will only be achieved when both the

symptoms and root causes of drug abuse are addressed with deliberate, community-centered

strategies.
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