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Abstract

The media especially the newspapers are important in the society as source of information. It is
also crucial to conflict mitigation because of the adoption of conflict —sensitive strategy in
newspapers reportage can promote understanding. However, sensationalized or biased
reporting can exacerbate conflict, perpetuate harmful stereotypes and deepen divisions. It is on
this note that this study examines Conflict-Sensitive Techniques in Newspapers Reportage of
Political Violence in Osun State, Nigeria. Based on the Research objectives of the study;
qualitative research approach was adopted. This approach incorporates both the in-depth
interview method as well as qualitative content analysis of selected newspapers’ coverage of
political violence in the State. Nine members of political stakeholders were purposively selected
for the interview while twelve (12) editions of the newspapers were also purposively selected for
analysis in the context of conflict — sensitivity. Findings from the study revealed that all political
parties were engulfed in both intra and inter-political crises. However, the ruling and major
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opposition parties- APC and PDP were more prone to crises than other political parties. The
newspapers also jettisoned the necessary strategies required for reporting conflicts within the
context of a democratic polity as they engaged in series of possible exaggeration, impartially,
unobjective and outrightly partisan. The study, therefore, recommended, among other, that the
newspapers reporters should endeavor to abide by the professional ethics in reporting political
issues so as to mitigate conflict. They report political issues according to the laid down rules and
regulations of journalism. The media should strive to contribute to the maintenance of peace and
order by complying with the tenets of conflict journalism.

Introduction

There is hardly any phenomenon more worrisome in Nigeria today than the unpredictability of
conflicts. According to Oyeshile (2014), the dimension political conflict has led to paralysis in
all aspect of our daily life, making daily living some sort of an unending nightmare and leaving
us with what could be described in honorific term as suicidal. The nature of political conflict in
Nigeria like many other parts of Africa is very destructive and cannot even function in the
Heraclitean, Hegelian and Marxist factions where conflict, through the dialectics, leads to
collusion of positive and negative forces which ultimately lead to progressive development in all
spheres of human existence (Oyeshile, 2014).

Nigeria is now at the threshold of continuity or discontinuity due to the prevalence and constant
manifestations of conflicts, especially those with the character of violence. According to
Akinrinde and Adegboye (2018), since independence, the Nigerian state has been threatened
with the problem of violent conflicts, ranging, especially, from religious conflicts to political
conflicts and ethnic conflicts. As much as those that occurred in the past, the character of conflict
in Nigeria has assumed an unprecedented destructive capacity that if left unattended, may spell
doom for the corporate survival and existence of the country.

Political conflict has been part of Nigeria’s history since the pre-independence era, and it
constitutes an impediment to the country’s national development (Ibok & Ogar, 2018; Igwe &
Amadi, 2021). In addition to the tragedy of loss of lives, political violence also inflicts
displacement on people, causes them physical injuries, makes them experience post-traumatic
disorder, and carries emotional pain that is passed down across generations (Lupu & Peisakhin,
2017). The story is never forgotten. Hence political violence is better prevented than managed or
resolved after its occurrence.

In the context of the foregoing, the media are reputable for connecting dots of different points in
the public space. Indeed, every party to any conflict engages in the struggle for mindshare with
the media in line with the postulation of the proponents of the concept of Multi-track Diplomacy.
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This concept, originally targeted at international conflicts, is no less applicable to subnational
conflicts such as in focus in this presentation. It is a conceptual way to view the process the
process of international peacemaking as a living system envisioning the interplay of interrelated
activities and individuals as well as institutions and communities that subscribe to the common
goal of peace (Diamond & McDonald, 1996). Comprising nine tracks in all, media and
communication, together, constitute a track is right at the centre of all emphasizing its
indispensability. Key actors of conflicts therefore, seek to manipulate public perception.
Depending on their relative position or control of resources, they seek to either minimize or
exaggerate a conflict using the mass media. It is therefore no less important paying as much
scholarly attention to media’s role in conflicts as may be accorded conflicts. It is even more so,
interrogating media’s role using the development inclined parameters of Conflict Sensitive
Reporting (Howard, 2003). Hence, this study examines conflict sensitive journalism in the
coverage of political violence in Osun State.

Statement of the Problem

The crucial role of the mass media in keeping the public informed about happenings and events
cannot be over-emphasized. This social responsibility, according to Hanitzsch (2016), that lies
on the mass media today is not just confined to the traditional idea of transmitting news and
entertainment, the media have tremendous power that goes beyond these basic responsibilities
and reacting to society in achieving positive peace, which is one of the main goals of the media.
However, the media are often blamed for becoming active in a conflict situation for their
commercial gains. News outlets do not merely convey information given, they also participate in
the construction, maintenance, and transmission of particular narratives and discourses
(Hanitzsch, 2016).

The media, in many instances were used negatively to initiate, escalate and sustain conflicts
covertly or overtly, hence, the media are expected to serve the positive role in conflict situations
especially on account of their centrality in the multi-track diplomacy system (McDonald, 2015).
Awwal (2015) opines that the Nigerian media are a key player in political and ethno-religious
conflicts. The control of the urban-based mass media is in the hands of the dominant groups in
society, and they promote their elitist interest at the expense of the neglected and frustrated non-
dominant (non-elite) groups at the grassroots. This, according to Awwal (2015), informed the
establishment of the local media, especially, the newspaper which provides ample opportunity
for increased media access to advance the interests of the dissenting voices in the society
(Awwal, 2015).
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The local media-print and broadcast-closest to the conflict are expected to take up the
responsibility of promoting dialogue among the parties involved in conflicts. However, these
local media were used in manipulating information that led to some unnecessary political
conflicts. They are expected not only by repeating the “event”, but also by doing some analysis
and confronting the relevant parties with facts that should be considered and discussed. This is
because they are local and they understand the issues and the attendant nuances. These local
media, majorly newspapers, include among others, Oriwu Sun, Osun Defender, Oke-Ogun News,
Alaroye, Gbelegbo, and Yoruba Atata while the Iwe-Iroyin Yoruba established by the British
Missionary. Therefore, this study intends to examine the local newspaper; Osun Defender and
Alaroye’s efforts at applying conflict and conflict-sensitive reporting in their coverage of
political violence in Osun State.

Research Objectives

1. Identify the causes of political conflict in Osun State, Nigeria 2015-2022
2. Interrogate the extent of the coverage of the political conflicts in focus within the context of
conflict-sensitivity reporting by Osun Defender and Alaroye newspapers in Osun State,
Nigeria 2015-2022
3. Establish the factors that are responsible for the disposition of the selected newspapers to the
principles of Conflict-Sensitive Journalism 2015-2022
Research Questions

1. What are the causes of political conflict in Osun State, Nigeria 2015-2022?
2. To what extent are political conflicts reported in Osun Defender and A/aroye newspapers in
line with the principles of conflict-sensitivity in Osun State, Nigeria 2015-2022?
3. What are the factors responsible for the disposition of the selected newspapers to the
principles of conflict sensitive journalism 2015-2022?
Conceptual clarification

Concept of Conflict

Conflict can be defined in different ways. When speaking of conflict, what immediately comes
into mind would be how differences and disagreements make such an occurrence spring up.
Conlflict can therefore be described as a disagreement among groups or individuals characterized
by the opposition of one party to another, in an attempt is reach an objective different from that
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of the other party. The elements involved in the conflict have varied sets of principles and values,
thus allowing such a conflict to arise. According to Pandeli (2016), conflict occurs when two or
more parties (individual groups) believe that their interests, goals, or ambitions are incompatible,
express hostile attitudes, or take action that damages other parties' ability to pursue their conflict
interests. Pandeli further stresses that if involved parties manage their disagreement or their
conflict peacefully or constructively, conflict can be a positive process. Under the condition that
conflicts are executed without the use of destructive force, they are considered an essential
component of social life and can stimulate positive development. However, when parties no
longer seek to attain their goal peacefully but resort to violence in one form or another, conflict
becomes violent. So the aim of conflict prevention is not to avoid conflict but to avoid its violent
escalation (Pandeli, 2016). Peter Du Toit (2012) fashions out some of the different stages that
conflicts go through as they escalate. These are latent conflict, emerging conflict, manifest non-
violent conflict, and violent conflict.

Latent conflict, according to Sensitive Reporting (2012), occurs when conditions that have the
potential to result in conflict exist but have not yet been recognized by the parties involved. This
conflict might be said to exist when a group decides to pursue a goal that recognizes that this
might be or appear to be incompatible with the goals of another group. This, based on the
assertion of Noll (2000), might involve people who think that so long as the conflict remains
latent, all is well. They may recognize that the conditions are there, but prefer to ignore them in
the interest of keeping the peace. Emerging conflict begins when groups perceive that they have
mutually incompatible goals. It can also begin when a disadvantaged group decides that
conditions are unjust and that they are no longer prepared to tolerate the status quo. They become
conscious of their exploitation and realize the need for change. It can be clear that parties are
conscious of the existence of conflict and they may well identify their opponents. The parties
fluctuate between cooperation and competition and each party does everything possible not to
show weakness.

Non-violent conflict occurs when groups begin to mobilize their power to bring about change
while other groups prepare to resist it. In a non-violent conflict, thus in the stage parties adopt
any measure overtly or covertly to win over the other. The power relation of the parties is
brought to bear at this stage that whether it is asymmetric (unequal) or symmetric (equal). It is
only the surrender or capitulation of one of the parties or the application of peace enforcement
and conflict suppression strategies by the government that can halt the fighting. Army form of
mediation at this stage is always a futile exercise (Theophilus, 2020).
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However, when it comes to reporting on conflict, journalists tend to concentrate on the last two
stages of conflict escalation: manifest non-violent conflict and violent conflict, frequently
ignoring the latent and emerging stages of a conflict. This focus on the movements of real action
rather than on the overall process can have several negative implications. It can lead to the
audience developing a distorted understanding of events. Instead of recognizing that a conflict
has swelled up over time in response to a range of different issues, the audience can be left to
think the conflict flamed without warning. According to Pandeli (2016), this can only mean that
journalists miss out on opportunities to sound early warning signals about impending
confrontations and this can mean people miss out on chances to solve conflicts before they
become destructive. Journalists who stay in the newsroom and wait for things to happen will
seldom pick on conflicts until they reach the stages of actual confrontations.

Political Violence

Political violence, according to Ibok and Ogar (2018), has been identified as a common feature
of the Nigerian political system. An analysis of the Nigerian political journey has shown that
political violence has been part and parcel of the country’s cheaquered history. It is a sad
commentary that since the return of civil rule, political violence has reached a dangerous
proportion. Political violence has been viewed variously by different scholars. According to
Johnmary (2012) political violence is a form of violence relations and crises of interest, goals
and ambitions between individuals, groups and political structures in the process of attaining
power and keeping it. In another vein, Gurr (1970) posits that political violence refers to all
collective attacks within a political community against the political regime, its actors including
competing political groups as well as incumbents or its policies. In a more elaborate way,
political violence is:

The use of threat or physical act carried out by an individual or individuals within a
political system against another individual or individuals and/or property with the
intention to cause injury or death to persons and/or damage or destruction to property and
whose objective, choice of target or victims, surrounding circumstances, implementation
and effects have political significance, that tend to modify the behaviour of others in the
existing arrangement of power structure that has consequences for the political system
(Anikawose, 1984: 14).

Scholars have clearly indicated which factors are important in the study of violent conflicts. The
nature of the conflicts, conceptualized and contextualized are historical, dynamic and multi-
dimensional, have multiple causes and consequences of which a number are unexpected and
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unintended. According to Ibok and Ogar (2018), political conflict emanates from power struggles,
within the political class and often involves the manipulation of those who are inevitably less
informed about the essence of the political struggle. Therefore, political violence “takes place in
the process of power struggle aimed at certain very players in the political system”.

Power sharing is closely related to institutional capacity and refers to the way in which groups
constituting the community of a state are represented and able to participate in politics in all its
dimensions, including access to state allocated funds and services and decision-making at the
different levels in society. The failure of states to grant rights to minority groups lead in general
to violent conflict (Ibok and Ogar, 2018). Godfatherism is a lingering factor in the Nigeria
political scene. What is happening in Nigeria today is also happening in most other develop
nations, though, in different form and realm. According to Tobechukwu (2007) a pilot study
undertaken suggests that godfatherism syndrome is also visible in some West African nations.
Godfatherism is a common conflict amongst the politics of sponsorship to political power,
political patronage and the ultimate control of state treasury, personnel and resources. Rigging is
another major problem associated with developing democracies as well as the adjudication of
political conflicts by the judicial arm of government. Nigeria is a good example of this problem.

Concept of Media

Media are the communication technologies, platforms, and systems that enable the production,
distribution, and exchange of information, ideas, and cultural expressions. Tella (2017)
exemplifies the media as “the medium for disseminating information to a large audience, a
community, region, country and the international community using the instrumentality of the
modern means of communication such as newspapers, magazines, radio, television, internet, and
the newly emerging social media. The media responsibility connotes a range of issues, among
which is the answerability of the media to the various constituencies that depend on them for
information, education, and direction on the issues of peace (Pate & Dauda, 2015).

Pate & Dauda (2015) further explain that the media are expected to strengthen their role as
mediating agents through increased interaction between the diverse people in Nigeria. Stated
differently, the media are expected to interact more with all interest groups, individuals and
stakeholders so that no one’s opinion is marginalised. In addition, the media have the
responsibility to stamp some elements of legitimacy by publicly justifying the action and
inaction that relate to sustainable peace by the government and everyone.
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Multi-Track Diplomacy

This is a conceptual way to view the process of international peacemaking as living system. It
looks at the web of interconnected activities, individuals, institutions, and communities that
operate together for a common goal: a world at peace. It is intended to provide systems based
approach and to facilitate the transformation of deeply rooted conflict conceptualised in 1996, it
comprises nine tracks namely: Government, Professional Conflict Resolution, Private Citizens,
Research, Training and Education, Peace Activism, Religion and Funding. At the centre of it all
is Media and Communication, bundled up together as evident in the illustration. The media in
this sense- both print and electronic-are expected to dwell essentially in informing people to
make good choices. Equally important is the need for them to avail the people ample platform
for public debate and involvement on key issues. The media also help to mould public opinion
by the information they make available and in turn are a vehicle by which public opinion gets
aired. Decision makers in government often defer to public opinion as aired through the media
and their decisions are affected by what they see, hear and read through the mass media organs.
Interestingly, modern communications technology enables widespread access to information and
opinion sharing, which has great potential for changing how decisions are made and how large
groups of people act (Olukotun, 2002; Diamond & McDonald, 1996).

Specifically, the press in this study refers to the newspaper strand of the print media as different
from magazines or newsletters. The television and radio offer viewers and listeners immediate
sight, sound and motion and with the support of the liberalized technology now seem to reign
supreme on account of their compatibility with phone and most importantly, ease of access as no
one needs to be techno literate to access their contents. Newspapers provide a rather broad source
of information that is readily available for use at any time (Wanta, 1997). Newspaper
information reflects the content and order of priority in a permanent form. Its expanded role
provides, for instance, models of strategic responses to diseases including HIV/AIDS (Pratt et al.,
2002).

Diamond and McDonald however argue that the media or press is however often confronted by
some challenges such as the dilemma of being seen to be proactive or being reactive. No less is
the fact that conflict and violence readily make news than peace often perceived as less or non
exciting (Isola 2010; 1996:124-125)

Conflict-Sensitive Reporting

Conflict-sensitive reporting is a blueprint for the media to foster peace in conflict situations as
journalists are expected to ensure strict adherence to ethical and professional journalism.
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Conflict-sensitive reporting is promised that violent conflicts attract intense media attention that
requires greater analytical depth and skills to report. This, according to Umi (2014), means that
conflict situations could be reported without further contributing to the violence or ignoring
peace-building opportunities. Rather, the conflict journalist/ reporter values peace so much as to
place it as equally important as the other main principles and is always consciously reporting it in
a way that reduces conflict and facilitates the search for peace, but a positive peace (International
Press centre-IPC-2016). Popoola (2015) posits that conflict-sensitive reporting is paramount in
managing peace and conflict situations. It is a paradigm of journalism that focuses on the
restoration of peace rather than promoting violence as it gives recognition to people who
consume violence.

Review of Empirical Studies

The role of the news media in politics is best understood by working at the contest over the
media among antagonists. The contest, in turn, should be seen as part of a larger and more
significant battle for political power. Each of the antagonists is attempting to promote a
particular frame concerning the reasons for the confrontation and what needs to be done to
resolve it. Each hopes to mobilize the news media as a means of persuading a variety of
audiences to support their case. These are ongoing contests that take place during the most
heated stages of the conflict, and when serious attempts are being made to bring peace
(Wolfsfeld, 2003). More insidious and intractable are the numerous protracted political, inter-
ethnic and religious conflicts that breed insecurity and instability in many communities
demanding more effective interventions from state and non-state actors alike. The media
constitute one of the key non-state actors whose work can contribute to peace building in the
region, although the perception persists that media are often disruptive rather than helpful in
promoting and sustaining peace. Indeed conflicts are parity with what the media make them be.

The press all over the world, according to Umechukwu (2001), is regarded as a political
instrument and in advanced societies, the mass media are an integral part of political life, serving
most people as their major and only link with the government thereby providing for them the
information which they require to make a political judgment based on their political attitudes.
The mass media can also set the political agenda for society by deciding what political topics the
people talk about. The agenda-setting function of the media is an important aspect of the
institutional linkage between the mass media and politics.

In the opinion of Ekeanyawu (2011), it is obvious that the mass media have a lot of influence on
politics through the presentation of politically crucial information to huge heterogeneous,
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transitory, and anonymous audiences. Decisions made by media professionals determine what
information becomes available to the media audiences and what remains available. By putting
stories into perspective and interpreting them, media personnel assign meaning to information
and I indicate the values by which it ought to be judged. This shows that the media have the
power to control much of the raw material needed by political elites and the general public by
thinking about the political horizon and planning political action. The Nigerian mass media are,
therefore, expected to avoid the practices of fraternization with the political aspirations of their
owners. They are expected to eschew all forms of subjective or biased reporting of political
events and issues.

From the foregoing, according to Farouk and Simon (2018), communication plays a significant
role in peace and conflict management. It shapes the view of policy makers and influences
popular opinion on conflicts. The media are capable of stoking conflicts, thereby making
reconciliation difficult for the parties involved (Akpan et al. 2013). Felix, Simeon, and Angela
(2013) argue that the media can play a vital role in promoting peace and preventing conflict by
embracing the principle of peaceful coexistence as against the policy of disseminating
information to those who pay their wages want them. In the study of conflict de-escalation in the
Adamawa state, (Alimba and Ngige (2020) assert that the mass media have the potential and
capability to encourage negotiation for easy resolution in a conflict situation. The mass media
can report or air programs in such a way that peace will be promoted and can easily create room
for the existence of balanced opinions to encourage conflict presentation. It is, therefore,
recommended that media reporters should adopt the peace narrative style of reporting to
positively educate people on conflict issues so that they can be motivated to react appropriately
for the development of national understanding and easy resolution of processes.

The content analysis of coverage of the farmers-herders conflict in Southern Kaduna in Daily
Trust and the Guardian newspapers by Farouk (2019) reveals that not much prominence was
accorded the conflict and the frames were not completely positive. The study concludes that
some of the stories reported were conflict-inclined, while some were solution-driven. A cursory
study of the Editorial Opinion of the Guardian newspaper, May 5, 2022: “Against Political
Assassinations, Violence” clearly reveals that the gruesome killing of a political leader in Osun
State is a sharp reminder that the season of assassinations associated with politics and
electioneering campaign may not be over in the country. The newspaper submits that the ugly
side of primordial politicizing was shown up barely two months before the gubernatorial poll in
Osun. Some men suspected to be hired assassins organized and killed the Chairman of All
Progressive Congress (APC) in Atakumosa East-Central Local Council Development Area
(LCDA) of Osun state, Gbenga Ogbara in his Igangan hometown.
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The political atmosphere is already charged in Osun given the intra-party mingling and inciting
comments by people that should lead by example. Party leaders may disagree, but escalating the
rivalry into the larger supporters and propagating violence in the land. The majority of the
political feelings and violence are premeditated or incited by the political leaders. To tackle the
menace, political leaders need to be less irresponsible in deeds and in speeches (The Guardian
Editorial, May 5, 2022). This period in Osun State has become a season of political
malapropisms. Closely related to the above narrative is the front-page story of the Osun
Defender, Friday 13, 2023 captioned "2022: Osun Recorded Highest Political Violence Cases in
Nigeria". A report by a research organization, SBM Intelligence, claims that Osun had the
highest number of election-related violence cases in 2022 where a total of Five (05) people were
killed in Eleven (11) Political violent attacks.

In addition, another Front-page caption of Osun Defender: “Kidnapping, Political Violence on
the rise in Osun”: was carried out by the Osun Defender newspaper edition of January 17, 2023.
Four (04) cases of kidnapping were recorded in January only. Two of the kidnapping cases were
recorded in Osogbo while the other two were recorded in the Iwo axis of the state. The spate of
the kidnapping, particularly, in Osogbo and Iwo has been frightening residents of the state who
raised concern over their safety. The situation is becoming more worrisome every day and
therefore calls for the concerted efforts of the stakeholders in Osun state.

Theoretical Framework

This study adopts the Agenda Setting Theory and Conflict Journalism, Theory as the most
appropriate theoretical constructs.

Agenda Setting Theory

The agenda-setting theory proposes that the media sets the stage regarding what is important or
not, this theory, developed by Maxwell McCombs and Donald Shaw in 1968, stipulates that the
media might not always tell the public what to think, but the media are often successful in telling
its audience what to think about. The media achieve this by the amount of coverage given to
issues and the way news stories are presented. The media, under this theory, is challenged with
concentrating more on a few issues, subjects, and stories for public consumption. Also, this
theory is critiqued on the basis that the media cannot change the mindset of individuals in the
media audience since people who have principles and have their minds made up on issues cannot
be convinced to change them.
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The agenda-setting theory is considered important since this study seeks to look at how media
reports on conflict situations affect the conflict and when media can set the agenda for peace,
prevent conflict from escalating or contribute to increasing the conflict. Notwithstanding the
level of criticism against this theory, it is considered relevant in studying the media coverage of
conflict and conflict-sensitive reporting of political violence in selected local newspapers in
Osun State.

Conflict Journalism Theory

Conflict Journalism Theory, propounded by John Galtung in the 1970s and championed by Mc
Goldrick & Lynch (2005) is premised upon peace journalism. Peace journalism is defined as
when editors and reporters make choices - what stories to report and how to report them that
create opportunities for society to consider and value non-violent responses to conflict. The
prime concern of peace journalism is enabling all the stakeholders in a conflict to share their
viewpoints. It calls for multi-perspective contextualized and people-centric journalism. It utilizes
all the existing tools of journalism to responsibly inform people about the conduct of wars and
promote peace and harmony.

However, there are some obstacles to the practice of peace journalism. For instance, Wolfsfeld
(2004) avers that the news media can play a central role in the promotion of peace, emphasize
the benefits that peace can bring, can raise the legitimacy of groups or leaders working for peace,
and help transform images of the enemy. The media often play a destructive role in attempts at
making peace. Criticism and obstacles in the practices of peace journalism notwithstanding, the
theory is still considered a relevant theoretical framework for this study which aims to appraise
conflict-sensitive reporting of political violence in selected local newspapers in Osun State,
Southwest, Nigeria.

Methodology

This study adopted qualitative research method. This includes structured and unstructured
interview (primary source of data) as well as data collected from media coverage of political
violence in Osun Defender and Alaroye Newspapers (secondary source of data). The research
objectives and questions informed the methodological choice of the study.

The sampled population for this study is the number of people (respondents) that were
interviewed. These categories of respondents, among others, are the political stakeholders
selected because of their in-depth knowledge and experience on the research problem. They
include political party members’ key players in the People Democratic Party (PDP), All

107



NEXUS -
A Publi i of Al-Hik h Ui ity, llorin, Nigeria @

Vol. 1 No. 1, DECEMBER, 2025

Progressive Congress (APC), New Nigeria Peoples Party (NNPP) and to a lesser extent the
Labour Party (LP). University don and opinion leaders in the state are also involved. The relative
small and manageable sampled population of Nine (9) respondents for this study is to give room
for effective management of data collected through interview. The study adopted purposive
sampling technique in selecting the respondents. The purposive sampling is also called
judgmental sampling. It is a non-random technique that does not need underlying theories or a
set of number of participants as it is the deliberate choice of a participant due to the qualities the
participant possesses.

Sources and Data Collection Technique

The study generated and collected data through qualitative data collection instrument. The
primary source of data was through information generated from interview conducted with the
political stakeholders (respondents). Structured interview was administered on the purposively
selected political stakeholders. Documentary instruments were used as the secondary source of
data collection. More importantly, news stories, feature articles, editorials and opinions
reportedly covered by the weekly editions of Osun Defender and Alaroye newspapers on
political conflicts/violence in Osun State between 2015 and 2022. All these were content-
analyzed within the context of conflict-sensitive reporting paradigm.

Content analysis was adopted in presenting and interpreting the data collected through recorded
human interactions (interview). In addition, news stories and feature articles generated from
Osun Defender and Alaroye newspapers on political conflicts were collated and closely
examined to justify their contribution to conflict escalation or de-escalation and resolution as
claimed by respondents during interview in line with the ethical tenets of conflict journalism
paradigm.

Discussion of Findings

According to respondent (1), an incumbent member of the State House of Assembly and legal
practitioner, one of the major causes of political violence in Osun State is “lust for power”. The
respondent stressed further. This was corroborated by another respondent who maintains that
even within a political party, for example PDP, there is bound to be crisis because of different
factions with keen loyalty to their leaders. The respondent said:

I will make our own political party (PDP) an example to explain better the issue of
internal crisis. In the party we have different factional groups such as the Partfinder,
Treasure group, 162 group, Divine group among others. Members of each group exhibit
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unalloyed loyalty to their leader and political mentor in the belief that political
atmosphere becomes favourable for them should in case their leader becomes the
anointed candidate in any of the elections. This internal crisis becomes pronounced
considering zoning formular which is rotational among the Senatorial districts of the
West, East and Central in the state especially in the Gubernatorial election. The
incumbent governor of Osun State emerged as the gubernatorial candidate of the party
out of this turbulent period. However, the crisis lead to defection of some members to
other political parties.

Analyzing Reporting (Causes) of Political Violence in the Context of Conflict-Sensitive
Reporting

Evidently, conflicts are not episodic, they are reoccurring phenomena. It is only when they
manifest into a crisis situation that they become episodic. Reporting conflict according to Pate
(2008) requires the need for knowledge on past and present contextual background to understand
the nature of conflicting issue from diverse sources; in-depth knowledge and application of
media law and ethics, good sense of judgement; and factual absorption and coherent presentation
in widely acceptable manner that visualizes the audience perception. The imperative for
reporting political violence in Osun State by Osun Defender and Alaroye newspapers, though
underscored by their sellable nature, can be problematic as a result of possibility of exaggeration
due to imbalance in the presentation of facts. This corroborates the assertion of respondent (7)
who said:

Osun Defender was established by Moremi Publishing Company but with the connivance
of Rauf Aregbesola (AC) who was trying to contest the governorship of Osun State and
unseat the then governor, Olagunsoye Oyinlola (PDP). Osun Defender did so much to
undermine the government of the day and tried to make politics much more of a conflict.
The paper was very partisan in reporting political events and with very intemperate
language unlike Alaroye newspaper which seemed to be a bit moderate in its journalistic
activities in the state.

Evidently, respondent (1) recalled an encounter involving thugs from another political party who
descended on some Hausa boys who he engaged to dig a well for him in his family compound,
penultimately, during the 2018 governorship election. The boys were seriously injured and one
of them died. Alaroye reporter flashed the story to the public: “Usman lo ghe Kanga nile Oloselu
kan, Won ba paa sibe” (Usman went to dig well in a politician’s house, he was killed there). The

109



NEXUS
w TR Gt A Rt e ity, Horin, Nigeria @

Vol. 1 No. 1, DECEMBER, 2025

story was reported without any further verification from me. The story was not balanced, unfair
and not objective as it further flamed the political tension in the town.

Newspapers’ Coverage of Conflicts

There was, therefore, the contemporary influence that the structure of the media houses has on
the performance of their reporters, particularly on reporting political violence in Osun State. This
manifests in the way Osun Defender and Alaroye report political conflicts with greater
prominence for APC as against what is accorded other political parties. News headline banners
of stories examined in the study reveal the situation. Table 1 shows some of the headlines in the

newspapers:

Table 1: Some of the Headlines in the Newspapers

15" December, 2017: “Osun 2018: It Will Be Impossible For PDP To Return”

Aregbesola dismisses PDP electability in Osun, says party is dwarfed by his
administration giant strides.

20t December, 2017: “Osun PDP Is “Clinically Dead” — Commissioner

Osun APC continues attacks on PDP, says party is dead in the state.

14" February, 2018: “Osun 2018: PDP Distributes Weapons To Thugs In Ile-Ife?”

Osun Guber Poll: Tension rises as opposition party is alleged of arming thugs with guns
and matchets.

14" May, 2018: “Osun APC Cautions PDP On False Alarm”

Source: Researcher’s fieldwork (2024)

Table 2: Some of the Headlines in the Newspapers

Osun Defender — 29" May, 2021: “Salinsile: Individuals Within APC Behind Destruction of |
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Aregbesola’s 64" Birthday Billboard”. — Destroyers are Members of APC.

Alaroye — 24" May, 2021: “Iroyin: Won Fa Aworan ti Won fiki Aregbesola Ku Orire Ojoobi ya
1.Osogbo™

Aregbesola Vs Oyetola:

Political thugs tear down Billboards Congratulating Aregbesola on his Birthday

Source: Researcher’s fieldwork (2024)

The two newspapers’ reports confirmed the raging intra-party crisis within APC and which has
escalated to the stage of property destruction. However, there is the possibility of exaggeration in
the stories, lack of objectivity and fairness because no members of the other factional group —
Ileri-Oluwa were interviewed to balance the story (See Table 3).

Table 3: Some of the Headlines in the Newspapers

Osun Defender — 17" September, 2021: “We Are Under Siege, Ife APC, TOP Members Cry
Out:

- Over Incessant Attacks,
- Send SOS To Buari, IGP,
- Say Violent Politicians On The Prowl.
Alaroye — 17" September, 2021: “Etan ni Oyetola ko gbe Igbese Alafia Kankan Pelu Wa”

APC TOP Faction Says Governor Oyetola is not making moves for reconciliation with us — TOP.

Source: Researcher’s fieldwork (2024)

The Osun Defender headline banner above further confirms the protracted intra-party crisis
within APC — Ileri-Oluwa (Oyetola) Vs. the Osun Progressive (TOP) Aregbesola loyalists. TOP
members claimed to be living in perpetual fear of attacks by “violent politicians” (APC and PDP)
and government officials. TOP members were calling for restructuring and reformation of the
party and at the same time echoing insinuations and hatred over Senator Iyiola Omisore who
joined APC from SDP earlier in the year.

Conclusion
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This study conducts a content analysis on conflict-sensitive reporting in Osun Defender and
Alaroye newspapers, focusing on political violence in Osun State, Southwest Nigeria. The study
echoes Owonikoko’s (2012) observation that Osun is perceived as a "Crisis State," plagued by
persistent political conflicts, intra- and inter-party crises, and divisive language that endangers
both social harmony and state security. Political tensions run high across parties, with the APC
and PDP often clashing, though other parties like the NNPP and Labour Party are also affected.
Findings indicate that the APC and PDP experience the most intense conflicts.

The research highlights that Osun Defender and Alaroye display biases in reporting political
violence, with tendencies toward exaggeration, partisanship, and unbalanced narratives. The
newspapers have often disregarded key conflict-reporting strategies, including contextual
analysis and factual representation. According to Pate (2002), conflict reporting should integrate
historical context, diverse viewpoints, legal understanding, ethical clarity, and impartiality to
help audiences comprehend the complex roots and nuances of conflicts.

For example, Osun Defender frequently presents one-sided narratives, especially regarding
factions within the APC, with notable bias towards the faction led by Ogbeni Rauf Aregbesola.
Alaroye similarly exhibits selective framing and agenda-setting, occasionally relying on
propaganda techniques to underscore opponents' past actions. These patterns reflect media
ownership and practitioners' influence on agenda-setting, framing, and priming, aligning with the
notion that the structure of media organizations heavily influences journalist performance (Pate,
2007).

Ultimately, the study underscores the importance of media reorientation and a supportive
environment that allows journalists to operate without undue restrictions. The absence of
freedom and motivation can hinder journalists from performing objectively (Pate, 2007). Adisa
(2012) adds that both newspapers partially adhere to conflict sensitivity, though they
predominantly reflect the views of one conflict party. This highlights the need for journalists to
seek balanced perspectives by engaging all involved parties in conflict coverage.

Recommendations

Based on the findings. The following recommendations are made:

1. Politicians and followers should avoid inflammatory statements that incite violence and
instead work toward unity.
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2. The media must act with truth, honesty, and integrity, avoiding any alliances that mislead
the public and exacerbate conflict.

3. The media should promote peace by adhering to the Code of Ethics, ensuring conflict
reports are credible, balanced, and objective.

4. Journalists need ongoing training in conflict-sensitive reporting and should work with
stakeholders to support government efforts in conflict prevention.
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