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Abstract

Arabic syntax and morphology hold significant importance in Nigerian universities, particularly due to their
relevance in Islamic education, cultural heritage, and academic excellence. This paper examines the challenges
and achievements related to the teaching and learning of Arabic syntax and morphology in Nigerian
universities. It highlights the critical role of these linguistic components in enhancing students' understanding
of classical and modern Arabic, as well as in fostering intellectual engagement with Arab and Islamic cultures.
However, teaching Arabic grammar in African institutions is not without its difficulties. Challenges include
inadequate resources, insufficiently trained instructors, and a lack of standardized curricula that can provide
consistency in Arabic grammar instruction. In many Sub-Saharan African universities Nigerian universities
inclusive, Arabic language programs are often underfunded, and students struggle to access modern learning
tools or engage in meaningful language immersion experiences. Despite these obstacles, there are notable
successes. Several Nigerian universities particularly in the Northern part of Nigeria have made significant
strides in incorporating advanced Arabic grammar studies into their academic programs, and innovative
teaching methods are being employed to address the needs of learners. Furthermore, academic collaborations
with universities in the Arab world have helped to enrich Arabic language education, leading to greater
knowledge-sharing and access to resources. This paper advocates for more robust institutional support, teacher
training, and the integration of modern digital tools in the teaching of Arabic syntax and morphology,
ultimately aiming to improve Arabic proficiency and foster greater cultural understanding across the continent.
Keywords: Arabic syntax, Morphology, Nigerian universities, Language education, Challenges, Prospects,
Curriculum development and Arabic language

Introduction

Arabic syntax and morphology are crucial components of the Arabic language, forming the backbone for
comprehending both classical and modern varieties. These grammatical aspects are especially significant within
African educational systems, as they are integral to Islamic studies, cultural heritage preservation, and linguistic
competency. Mastery of Arabic syntax and morphology enables students to delve into the Qur'an, Hadith, and
other classical Islamic texts, which are vital to the religious, educational, and cultural traditions in many African
societies (Adebayo, 2023). In Nigerian as a nation, where Arabic is often taught alongside indigenous and
European languages, the importance of Arabic grammar extends beyond mere linguistic skill. It serves as a key
tool for maintaining and passing down the rich Islamic heritage and historical legacy that have been part of the
continent for centuries. Arabic's usage spans religious contexts, cultural exchanges, and academic discussions
(Zubair, 2022). Understanding Arabic morphology, which focuses on the structure and modification of words, is
particularly important for students aiming to grasp the language's subtle nuances. Likewise, Arabic syntax,
which deals with sentence structure and word relationships, helps students create meaningful expressions and
comprehend complex texts.

In academic environments, particularly in Nigerian universities, Arabic grammar is a fundamental aspect of
language studies. Students are typically required to learn both classical Arabic—the language of the Qur'an and
early Islamic literature—and modern standard Arabic used in contemporary media and international relations
(Adebayo, 2023). The significance of Arabic syntax and morphology within these educational contexts is
immense, as they greatly enhance students' linguistic abilities and their capacity to interact with the global Arab
world. Beyond academic importance, learning Arabic syntax and morphology opens up professional
opportunities. Proficiency in Arabic is highly sought after in fields like diplomacy, international relations, and
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commerce, particularly in Africa, where Arabic-speaking nations play major economic and political roles.
Therefore, a thorough understanding of Arabic grammar is essential not only for academic success but also for
promoting regional integration and economic growth within the African context (Zubair, 2022).

Brief Overview of Learning Arabic Language in Nigerian Universities

The study of the Arabic language in Nigerian universities has gained significant attention due to the country's
cultural, religious, and historical ties with the Arab world. Arabic is primarily offered in Nigerian universities
through departments of Arabic or Islamic studies (Akinyemi, 2007). The programs range from undergraduate to
postgraduate levels, and they emphasize a combination of classical and modern Arabic, along with Islamic
studies, history, and culture. In these programs, students typically learn the language's grammar, syntax, and
vocabulary, alongside literature, philosophy, and Islamic theology. Arabic is a key language in Nigeria,
especially given the large Muslim population that relies on Arabic for religious practices, as the Quran is written
in this language (Alhassan, 2015). Furthermore, learning Arabic opens up opportunities for students to engage
in international relations, business, and diplomacy with Arabic-speaking countries, as well as access a rich
cultural and literary tradition.

Major Nigerian universities such as the University of Ibadan, Ahmadu Bello University, Usman Dan Fodio,
Sokoto, Bayero University, Kano, University of llorin, Lagos State University and many others offer Arabic
language and literature courses since their inception. The program contributing to the development of skilled
Arabic speakers in various professional fields. This programme is also seen as essential for fostering cross-
cultural understanding and communication in a diverse, multilingual nation (Amusa, 2013). Learning Arabic at
Nigerian universities has become increasingly significant, especially considering the growing cultural, religious,
and socio-economic interactions between Nigeria and Arabic-speaking countries. The Arabic language plays a
vital role not only in religious contexts—particularly among Muslims—but also in diplomatic, educational, and
business exchanges in the globalized world (Bello, 2011).

Most Nigerian universities offer Arabic programs within their faculties of Arts or Islamic studies. These
programs vary from undergraduate courses (Bachelor of Arts in Arabic) to postgraduate studies (Master's and
Ph.D. in Arabic language and literature). Each university has different structure thus:

Undergraduate Programs: The Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) in Arabic is typically a 4-year course where students
learn the language, literature, history, and culture of Arabic-speaking societies.

Postgraduate Programs: Master's and Doctorate degrees in Arabic, Islamic studies, or related fields often
delve deeper into linguistic studies, literature, translation, and advanced studies of the Arabic-speaking world.
The Arabic language program in Nigerian universities is generally structured into modules that cover the
following areas:

- Language Skills: These include courses in spoken and written Arabic, grammar, syntax, phonetics, and
translation.

- Literature: A study of classical and modern Arabic literature, poetry, prose, and drama.

- History and Culture: Focuses on the history of Arabic-speaking societies and the spread of Islam.

- Islamic Studies: A component that often integrates religious studies, focusing on the Quran, Hadith, Islamic
law, and Islamic civilization in the Arab world.

Importance of Arabic Studies for Learners:

- Cultural and Religious Significance: Arabic is the liturgical language of Islam, and in Nigeria, where Islam
is the second-largest religion, Arabic proficiency is important for understanding religious texts such as the
Quran and Hadith.

- Economic Opportunities: With the rise of trade, tourism, and diplomatic relations between Nigeria and
Arabic-speaking countries, knowledge of Arabic can enhance career prospects in sectors such as diplomacy,
business, translation, and international relations.
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- Global Communication: Arabic is one of the official languages of the United Nations, and it is spoken by
millions globally. Proficiency in Arabic opens doors for international communication and collaboration,
especially in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region.

Role of Arabic Grammar in Nigerian Universities

Arabic grammar is fundamental in shaping students' understanding of the language, especially in African
universities where it is central to religious and cultural education. As a cornerstone of Arabic language
instruction, grammar helps students navigate intricate linguistic structures, thereby enhancing their
comprehension of both classical and modern Arabic texts. This improved understanding is essential for
academic success, as Arabic serves not only as a communication tool but also as a medium for exploring
disciplines such as Islamic studies, philosophy, history, and political science (El-Farouk, 2021). In Nigerian
universities, Arabic grammar is critical for equipping students with the linguistic skills needed to understand the
extensive corpus of classical Arabic literature and contemporary academic writings in Modern Standard Arabic.
The integration of Arabic syntax and morphology with Islamic studies and the humanities is a key component
of many university curricula across the continent. Arabic grammar provides the foundation for students
studying Islamic texts, including the Qur'an, Hadith, and Islamic jurisprudence. Mastery of syntax and
morphology is essential for accurately interpreting religious and philosophical texts and engaging with the
scholarly traditions of the Arab and Muslim worlds (Rahman, 2020).

Within Islamic studies, Arabic grammar is crucial for grasping the nuances of theological discussions, legal
issues, and historical records. Additionally, Arabic grammar is integrated into other humanities fields, such as
literature, anthropology, and sociology. Students in these disciplines often need to engage with Arabic texts to
understand cultural and historical contexts. Consequently, Arabic grammar acts as a bridge connecting African
students to the broader Arab and Islamic intellectual heritage, fostering cultural literacy and a deeper
appreciation of the Arab world's intellectual contributions (El-Farouk, 2021). Moreover, proficiency in Arabic
grammar is vital for students aiming for careers in diplomacy, international relations, and translation services,
which are increasingly important in Africa due to the continent's growing political and economic ties with
Arabic-speaking countries. The ability to understand and produce grammatically correct Arabic in both formal
and informal contexts is invaluable in these fields (Rahman, 2020).

Challenges in Teaching Arabic Syntax and Morphology

Teaching Arabic syntax and morphology in Nigerian universities faces numerous obstacles that impede the
effective transmission of the language. These difficulties arise from factors such as insufficient resources, a lack
of qualified instructors, and inconsistencies in curriculum quality across the continent.

i- Inadequate Resources

One major challenge in teaching Arabic grammar is the scarcity of adequate textbooks, teaching materials, and
digital platforms. In many Nigerian universities, the limited availability of modern resources poses a significant
barrier to effective instruction. Updated Arabic grammar textbooks, especially those tailored for African
learners, are often hard to come by, resulting in a reliance on outdated or non-contextual materials.
Additionally, digital learning platforms, which could greatly enhance language instruction, are frequently
underutilized due to a lack of infrastructure or access to technology (Ibrahim, 2019). This shortage of resources
negatively affects the quality of education, leaving students with inadequate tools to fully understand the
complexities of Arabic syntax and morphology.

ii- Teacher Shortage and Training Deficiencies

Another notable challenge is the shortage of qualified Arabic instructors. Numerous universities in Nigeria
struggle to recruit teachers with advanced qualifications in Arabic grammar, particularly those skilled in both
theoretical and practical aspects of the language. This shortage is exacerbated by the limited professional
development opportunities for current teachers. Without ongoing training and development, educators often
lack the necessary pedagogical skills and up-to-date knowledge to teach Arabic grammar effectively (Abdullah,



. _ _ N ISSN 2705-2559
Al-Hikmah Journal of Arts and Social Sciences Education, Vol. 7, No. 2, DECEMBER, 2025
E-ISSN 2705-2567

2020). Consequently, this leads to inconsistent teaching quality, which adversely affects student learning
outcomes.

iii- Curriculum Gaps

The absence of standardized curricula for Arabic language instruction presents another significant issue. There
are notable variations in the Arabic grammar curriculum across Nigerian universities, with some institutions
offering comprehensive programs while others provide only basic training. This lack of a unified, cohesive
curriculum results in disparities in the quality of Arabic grammar instruction in different regions. Consequently,
students at certain universities may receive a more thorough education in Arabic grammar compared to those at
other institutions, thereby exacerbating inequalities in language proficiency (Olanrewaju, 2021).

iv- Regional Disparities in Arabic Grammar Education

Arabic grammar education in Nigerian universities shows considerable regional differences, with North African
universities typically providing more comprehensive and integrated programs compared to those in Sub-
Saharan Africa Nigeria inclusive. These differences are influenced by historical, social, and political factors that
affect the teaching, learning, and perceived value of Arabic in various parts of the continent.

v- Differences Between North African and Nigerian Universities

In North Africa, Arabic grammar is deeply ingrained in the educational systems, reflecting the language's
linguistic dominance and cultural importance in the region. Arabic is often the primary language of instruction
in many North African universities, where grammar education begins at the secondary school level and
continues through higher education (ElI-Gamal, 2020). Countries like Egypt, Morocco, and Tunisia have
universities that offer specialized programs in Arabic grammar, syntax, and morphology, significantly
contributing to the advancement of Arabic linguistic studies. In contrast, Most Nigerian universities encounter
considerable difficulties in providing Arabic language programs that thoroughly integrate grammar into the
curriculum. In these regions, Arabic language education is often fragmented, limited to specific disciplines such
as Islamic studies, and frequently lacks a formal, standardized approach to grammar instruction (Bamba, 2017).
vi- Impact of Historical, Social, and Political Factors

The disparities in Arabic grammar education across regions are also shaped by historical, social, and political
factors. In North Africa universities, the historical spread of Islam and the use of Arabic for religious and
administrative purposes have established a strong tradition of Arabic grammar education. Arabization policies
have further entrenched Arabic's role in public and academic spheres, creating an environment where the
language is central to education and cultural identity (Al-Din, 2018). Conversely, in Sub-Saharan Africa Nigeria
inclusive, the legacy of colonialism introduced European languages such as English and French as official
languages in many countries, often pushing Arabic to the margins of educational systems. Additionally,
political and social attitudes toward Arabic are influenced by the linguistic diversity in Sub-Saharan Africa and
varying degrees of Islamic influence. Arabic is usually more prevalent in regions with significant Muslim
populations, and the lack of political commitment to promoting Arabic language education within national
education systems has resulted in disparities in resources, infrastructure, and curriculum development (Al-Din,
2018).

Achievements in Arabic Syntax and Morphology Education

Although there are challenges in teaching Arabic syntax and morphology across Nigeria universities, there have
been significant advancements in enhancing the quality of instruction and increasing access to resources. These
achievements stem from innovative teaching methods, strategic partnerships, and the incorporation of
technology into Arabic language education.

i- Incorporation of Advanced Arabic Grammar Courses and Innovative Teaching Methods: Several
African universities have made considerable progress in improving Arabic grammar education by offering
advanced courses in Arabic syntax and morphology. These institutions have created specialized programs to
provide comprehensive knowledge of both classical and modern Arabic grammar, aimed at students pursuing
higher education in Arabic studies, linguistics, and Islamic theology. A notable achievement is the incorporation
of Arabic syntax and morphology courses as essential elements of the curricula at prominent universities such
as the University of Algeria and Cairo University, which have consistently delivered high-quality education
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(Tijani, 2022). These courses not only emphasize theoretical concepts but also focus on practical applications,
ensuring that students can effectively use their knowledge in academic and professional contexts. To enhance
student engagement and understanding of complex grammatical principles, innovative teaching approaches such
as problem-based learning and interactive classroom activities have been implemented.

ii- Partnerships and Collaborations with Arab Universities: Collaborations between Nigerian universities
and institutions in the Arab world would have played a crucial role in advancing Arabic grammar education.
These partnerships will enable access to valuable resources, such as textbooks, research materials, and expert
knowledge, which might otherwise be challenging to obtain in African contexts. For example, programs like the
Arab Academic Exchange Program and collaborations between African universities and institutions in Saudi
Arabia, Egypt, and Morocco will provide students and faculty with important opportunities for academic
exchange, professional growth, and joint research on Arabic grammar (Ahmed, 2021; Suleiman, 2019). These
collaborations will improve the quality of Arabic language education in Nigerian universities and contribute to
the development of more standardized and current Arabic grammar curricula.

iii- Use of Modern Technology and Digital Platforms: In recent years, the incorporation of modern
technology and digital platforms has significantly enhanced the teaching and learning of Arabic syntax and
morphology in Nigerian universities particularly Nigerian Arabic Village, Ngala, Maiduguri. The use of e-
learning tools, online courses, and interactive digital resources has made Arabic grammar instruction more
accessible, particularly in areas where traditional classroom resources are scarce. Many institutions have turned
to platforms such as Moodle and Coursera to provide online Arabic grammar courses, while digital tools like
interactive grammar applications have been integrated into classrooms to improve learning experiences. These
technological advancements will enable students to interact with Arabic syntax and morphology in a more
engaging and dynamic way, overcoming geographical limitations and broadening access to high-quality
educational materials (Amadou, 2020).

iv- Pedagogical Approaches to Teaching Arabic Syntax and Morphology: Effective teaching strategies for
Arabic syntax and morphology in Nigerian universities will develop to address the linguistic and cultural needs
of diverse student groups. These approaches are designed to improve students' understanding of Arabic
grammar while making the learning experience more engaging and accessible.

v- Effective Pedagogical Strategies Employed by African Universities: Nigerian universities will
increasingly implement communicative language teaching (CLT), task-based learning (TBL), and multimedia
resources to teach Arabic grammar. CLT emphasizes practical communication, encouraging students to engage
in meaningful conversations and apply Arabic grammar in real-life contexts. By focusing on speaking and
listening skills alongside grammar instruction, CLT enhances students' ability to use the language effectively.
Task-based learning promotes deeper understanding by having student’s complete tasks that require the use of
Arabic grammar in realistic situations, aiding retention of grammatical rules (Haruna, 2021).

vi- Case Studies of Innovative Arabic Grammar Instruction Methods

Several African universities Nigerian universities inclusive have pioneered creative methods for teaching
Arabic grammar, showcasing the effectiveness of these approaches in enhancing student outcomes. For
example, the University of Nairobi in Kenya has adopted a hybrid teaching model, combining in-person lessons
with digital learning platforms to support Arabic syntax and morphology education. In Morocco, the University
of Casablanca has incorporated multimedia resources, including virtual grammar exercises and digital
textbooks, to improve students’ comprehension of complex grammatical structures. These examples
demonstrate how innovative teaching methods can be tailored to meet the unique needs of African students and
contexts, resulting in better mastery of Arabic grammar (Olufemi, 2022; Ismail, 2020).

Conclusion

Several African universities, Nigeria universities exclusive have pioneered creative methods for teaching Arabic
grammar, showcasing the effectiveness of these approaches in enhancing student outcomes. For example, the
University of Nairobi in Kenya has adopted a hybrid teaching model, combining in-person lessons with digital
learning platforms to support Arabic syntax and morphology education. This blended approach allows students
to engage with grammar both in traditional classrooms and through interactive online modules.
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Suggestions

1. Task-based learning in its Arabic programmes is needed where students work together in groups to solve
grammatical challenges and complete real-world tasks.

2. There is need to incorporate multimedia resources in including virtual grammar exercises and digital
textbooks, to improve students’ comprehension of complex grammatical structures.
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